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POLICY: TRANSPORT – CORRIDOR OVER THE BLUE 

MOUNTAINS 
 
DATE ADOPTED: Director Corporate Services & Finance’s Report #8.1.1 
  Policy Meeting 6 November 2024 
  Resolution No. POL2024-30 
 
  Director Corporate Services & Finance’s Report #1 
  Policy 5 December 2012 
  Council 6 February 2013 
  Minute Book No. 11477 
 
ORIGINAL ADOPTION: Director Corporate Services Report #1 
  Policy 1 December 2004, Council 8 December 2004 
  Minute Book No. 9416 
  (former BCC Policy) 
 
FILE REFERENCE: 07.00017, 41.00089  
 
OBJECTIVE: To continue to lobby for an upgrade of the transport corridor 

over the Blue Mountains. 
 
 
Council supports the position of the Central NSW Joint Organisation with respect to the 
transport corridor over the Blue Mountains. The JO’s current position is: 
 
Key Message: 
 
1. There must be progress on a safe swift and secure link between Central NSW and 

Sydney for both passenger and freight, seeking:  
a. a similar level for service as communities to the north and south of Sydney as 

well as those west of Brisbane;  
b. to have speeds of 100k along the route and able to service High Productivity 

Vehicles;  
c. to have the corridor sequestered for a future upgrade of a safe swift link between 

Sydney and Central NSW;  
d. a multi modal approach to shorten journey times including faster rail; and 
e. a strategic approach including the rewiring NSW and its impacts on the east-west 

link of the Blue Mountains. 
 
Sub-messages:  
 
1.1.  A safe swift connection and secure between Sydney and Central NSW is a priority of 

the CNSWJO Board. In terms of speed – this means 100kph.  
1.2.  Build this safe swift link now and development will follow, like the M5 and the M2 into 

the Central Coast.  
1.3.  Corridors needs to be set aside now for development in the future, particularly 

Kurrajong to M7.  
1.4.  There are more than thirteen kilos of studies on the Bells Line. What is needed now 

is action.  
1.5.  Taking a staged approach to the development of the Bells Line is sensible.  
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1.6.  The CNSWJO Board fully supports the $2.5b upgrades to the Great Western 
Highway between Lithgow and Katoomba but has concerns that speeds along this 
alignment are slowing down.  

1.7.  80% of the freight by road from Central NSW goes through Lithgow.  
1.8.  Tourism is the third largest industry in Central NSW and totally constrained by 

transport options most particularly congestion on the Great Western Highway.  
1.9.  Given the significant population increases projected by both the State and Federal 

Governments, several routes including the Bells Line will be needed for the 
expansion of Sydney.  

1.10.  A second crossing of the Hawkesbury near Richmond should be part of the 
considerations of the route.  

1.11.  The corridor needs to be secured now as the costs every day of growth in the north 
west of Sydney will only increase costs in the future.  

1.12.  We challenge the State Government to publish the daily costs to the tax payers of 
NSW of not securing the Corridor.  

1.13.  We need to leverage Inland Rail providing linkages to port including the Aerotropolis 
from the Parkes Special Activation Precinct.  

1.14.  This region supports the use of tunnels and new technologies if feasible.  
1.15. The past three year La Nina rain event has exposed the fragility of both the 
road and rail network across the Blue Mountains.  

1.16.  Sections of the road a regularly reduced to 40kph and various other congestion 
management processes have been put in place, particularly on long weekends. This 
is having significant impacts on the visitor experience.  

1.17.  Freight impacts of renewable energy build need urgent consideration. 
 
The Maunsell McIntyre report’s findings and recommendation are also supported. 
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